
 San Diego City Attorney 
 MICHAEL J. AGUIRRE 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Recent City Attorney media releases can be accessed on the San Diego City Attorney’s home page located on the Internet at 
http://www.sandiegocityattorney.org 

 
1200 Third Avenue, Suite 1620, San Diego, California 92101-4188 (619) 236-6220 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  January 4, 2007 
Contact:  Maria Velasquez, Communications Director (619) 235-5725 mvelasquez@sandiego.gov 
 
 

STATEMENT BY CITY ATTORNEY MICHAEL AGUIRRE 
COMMITMENTS TO TAXPAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

 
 
The New Year is underway.  Next Thursday the Mayor will deliver his State of the City address.  The City 
Council will also reconvene next week.  My pledge is to work hard to unburden taxpayers of the City’s 
massive debt, which stems from bad decisions made within the last ten years. In the spirit of working 
together to put the City’s financial house in order, I want to share with you my response to Union-Tribune 
Publisher David Copley’s letter to his newspaper readers on December 25, 2006: 
 
Open Letter to David Copley, Publisher of the San Diego Union-Tribune:  
 
On Christmas Day you published a generous holiday message of reconciliation.  You  
wrote, "one thing binds us together: the beautiful setting in which we  
live."  Please permit me to add that we are also united by our shared moment in  
time.   
 
We are the children of the World War II generation, struggling to find our  
place and meaning in the history of our City.  We share a common need to reform  
our political and economic systems, which have imperfectly served our long-term  
best interests.  Most important, we are united by our unfulfilled potential as a community.  
 
The financial and leadership crisis we face today creates an imperative for  
your message that we forget past quarrels and meet as friends to face our  
common problems.  The first step, as you wrote, is to "accept one another and to  
appreciate our differences."   
 
Many public officials, business executives and community leaders are  
"holding fast to the highest principles and working to make the world a better  
place."  We need our newspaper, more than ever, to provide its readers with objective and accurate 
information so they can make informed decisions about the crisis we face.   
 
      (MORE) 
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I was moved by the wisdom and generosity of your holiday message.  I pledge to do all I can to "promote 
peace and justice" to "inspire by example" and to "maintain the warmth of the season throughout the entire 
year."  
 
 
Michael Aguirre 
San Diego City Attorney 
 
(According to the San Diego Union-Tribune Editorial Department, the City Attorney’s letter could not be 
published in their newspaper because individuals can only submit one letter to the editor every four 
months.)    
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